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SERMON LXXXVL

FAITH’s PLEA vrov GOD’s COVENANT .

PsarLn Ixxiv. 20,

Have refpect unto the Covenant.——

HE pfalmift, in pleading for the church and people
of God, and that he would appear for them againft
their enemies, ules feveral arguments; particularly, in
the clofe of the preceding verfe, there is fomething he
pieads God may not forget, * Forget not the congrega-
~ tion of thy goor. for ever : and the rather he ufes this
argument, becaufe he had faid, Plalm ix. 18. ** The
" needy thall not be forgotten; the expeiation of the poor
ﬂ'\all not perifh for ever.” 'T'here is, in this verfe,
- fomething he pleads, that God may remember and have -
regard unto, Have refpeét unto the Covenant. 'Thou haft
brought us into coyenant with thee, might he fay, and .
though we are unworthy to be refpefted, yet, Have re-
Jpect unto the Covenant of promile. When God delivers
~ his people, it is in rememberance of his covenant,
Lev. xxvi. 42. ¢ Then will I remember my covenant -
‘with Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob; and 1 will remember
the land.”> We cannot expeét he will remember us,
till hé remember his covenant: hence, therefore, we
propofe to illuftrate the followmg truth.

. * This was an evening-exerciic on a prcparatxon-day, . before the
celebration of the facrament of the Lord’s fupper, at Kinglafiie.
The exad time cannot be precifely afcertained ; but it is fuppofed to

bave been in the year 1733,
Docr.

-
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 Faith’s Plea, . 445

Docr. That one of faith’s firong pleas with God is,
~ that he would have refpe& to the covenant.

If we would deal with God for mercy, or plead with
him for favour, or look to him for any good at this oc- -
cafion, let us expett it only upon this ground, the re-
{peét he hath to the covenant, and plead upon this ar-
gument.

The methed we would obferve, as the Lord fhall affift,
for.briefly handling this fubjedt, fhall be the following.
1. Shew what covenant it is he will have a refpeét to.

1L What it is for (JOd to have a refpedt to the co-

venant.

TH. What it is in the covenant he hath a refpet to,

- IV. What kind of a refpe& he hath to it.

V. Why he hath refpect to it, and fo why it is a fuit-

able plea and argument in fuing for mergy. :

V1. Make fome application of the whole. »

I.- We are then firlt to fhew what covenant it is he
will have a relpe&t to. . The covenant here fpoken of is
the covenant of grace and promife, made in Chrift Jefus
before the world began, and publifhed in the golpel to

~ finners.  Jer. xxxii. 39, 40. * And I will give them one -

heart and one way, that they may fear me for ever, for
the good of them, and of their children after them. And
I will make an everlaftmg covenant with them, that I
will not turn away from them, to'do them good; butl
will pt my fear in their hearts, that they fhall not de-
part from me. Ezek.xxxvi. 26. A new heart alfo will
I give you, and a new Spirit will I put within you; and
I will take away the ftony heart out of your fleth,and I
will give you an heart of ﬂefh &e.  Jer.xxxl. 45. But
this hall be the covenant that I will make with the houfe

. of lirael, After thofe days, faith th_e Lord, I will put my

law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts,

and will be their God, and they fhall be my people.* See
allo Pfal. Ixxxix. throughout. It is called a covenant of
grate; becaufe grace is the beginning and the end, the
foundation and top-ftone of it: even grace reigning

- through nghteoufnefs —It is called a covenant of mércy;

. be-
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bec¢aule thérein mercy to the miferable is proclaimed thro’

juftice-fatisfying blood ; for there mercy and truth meet
together: and all the fure mercies of David are conveyed
thereby.—It is called a covenant.of peace and reconcili-
ation; becaufe it both treats of peace with God, and
makes it good.—It is called a covenant of pronnfe be-
caufe it lies in promiles with reference to us; and thefe.
to be accomplithed upon the condition already fulfilled in
Chrifi’s vbedience and fatisfaltion; and becaufe therein
the -faithfulnefs of God is pledged, for making out all the
promifes to believers, the children of promife.—It is cal-
led a covenant of [alt; becaule it is an incorruptible word,
“ An everlaliing covenant, well ordered in all things and
fure.”—In a word it is a covenant of help to poor,, help-
lefs finners, faying, ** I have laid help upon One that is
mighty. O Hrael, thou halt deftroyed thyfelf, but in
me is thy help.”—1lt is a covenant of pardon to the guil-
ty, faying. « I, even I, am he that blotteth ont thy tran{-
grefions for mine own fake, and I will not remember thy
fins.””—It is a covenant of fupply to the needy, faying,
¢ Whea the pror and needy {eek. water, and there is

- none, and their tongue faileth for thirft, I, the Lord, will

hear them, I, the God of Ifrael, will not forfake them.?”’
It is a covenant of gifts, wherein grace and glory are

freely given; and, in.the difpenfation thereof, God fays, .

Come, and take all frecly ; Himfelf, his Chnﬁ hxs pr-

- rit, and all, Rev. xxii. 17 Ifa. lv. 1.

II We are to fhew what it is for God to have zefpe&
-to the covenant.

1. ‘God hath refpe&t to the covenant when ke remem-
bers it, and fo remembers us, as in that forecited; Lev.
xxvi. 24. * I will remember my covenant, and then will
I remember the land. Thus Pfal. cxi. 5. He hath given.
meat to them that fear him.”” Why, he will ever be
mindful of his covenant. If he come to give us meat to
“feed our fouls at this occafion, the ground will be, he will:
be mindful of his covenant, mindful of his promxfe )

2. Ged may be faid to have refpet to his covenant,:
when heregards it. He hath no reafon to have refpet

-or- regard . to us, but he fees reafon to have regard to his

CO~
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GOD’s Covenant. \ 42

coverant; he puts honour upon it, for reafons that I
thall afterwaxde fhew, only 1 will fay here, his honour is
engaged therein, therefore he fays, * My covenant will [
not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips,”
Pfal. Ixxxix. 34. He hath more regard to it than he
hath to heaven and earth; for he fays, ** Heaven and
earth fthall pals away, but my words thall not pafs a-
way.” He hath fuch a regard 1o i, tmt he will never
br‘.ak it, but ever keep it.

. He hath refpet to his covenant, when he eftablifhes
it. And when we pray, that he would have refpect to.
the cuvenant, we not only pray he would remember the
covenant, and regard the covenant, but eftablilh the co-
venant betwixt him and us, as he faid to Abraham,’
Gen: xvii. 7. ** I will eflablifh it between me and thee,
and thy feed after thee.”” He thews refpect to the cove-.
nant, when he makes the covenant take hold of us, and
makes us take hold of the covenant; for then he makes
us put refpect upon him, and upon his covenant.

4. He hath refpett to ‘the covenant, when he performs
the covenant-promiles, according to Mic. vii. 20. * Thou
wilt perform the truth to ]acob and the mercy to Abra.
kam, which thod hafl, {worn to our fathers from the da} S .
of old:” and he does this, when he alts according to the
covenant, or according to the mercy that made the pro-
nmife, and the trath that i1s engaged to make ‘out the
promile. -

In fhort, the fum of this prayer, as it concerns the
1mport of the word respecT, Have refpeét to the ceove-
nant, is, * Lord, remember the covenant, and fo re-
“ member me; Lord, have regard to the covenant,
‘““ and let me be remembered on this groupd, when
“ there is no -other reafon why I fhould be regarded ;
‘ Lord, efiablifh thy covenant with me, and fo, put ho-
“ nour upon thy name manifefted in that covenant, and
““ do to me according to the promue of the covenant.
“ Caufe me hope in thy word, aund then r¢member the
word on which thou haft caufed me fo hope; and deal -
with me, not according to my fin and defert, but

according to thy covenant and mercy in Chrift Je.
“ fus.”

(1)
(14

III. We

Digit/ized by GOOg[G



448 Faith’s Plea upon Scr. L_XXXVI_.

HI. We are next to fhew what it is in the covenant:
" he hath a refpeét to, or that we thould plead upon.

1. Have refpe€t to the covenant; that is, to the Medi-
ator of the covenant. Though thou owelt no refpe&t to
me, yet doeft thou not owe refpe, and haft thou not a.
great refpett to the Mediator of the covenant, to Chrift,
whom thou haft given to be a covenant of the people ?
For his fake let me be pitied; have refpeét to the relati-
on he bears to the covenant, even to him who is the Me-
~diator, Teftator, Witnefs, Meflenger, Surety, and All of
the covenant. Have refpect to his offices, and let .him
get the glory of his faving offices. It is a Qrong plua to
plead with God upon the refpeét he bears to Cirift, God.
cannot win over fuch a plea as that. He muft vwn his
regard and refpe& to Chrilt, who paid fuch refpe@t to:
him, and finifhed the work he gave him to do. .

2. Have refpeét to the covenant, by having refpect to
the blood of the covenant. The blood of Chriit, that is-
reprefented in the facrament of the fupper,.it is the blood
of thz covenant, called, The new teftament in his blood;
becanle all the promiles are fealed therewith, and fo Yea
and Amen in Cnartft : this is the condition of the new
covenant. The covenant of works had only the alive
obedience of the firft Adam for its condition; but the
condition of the covenant of grace properly, is both the
a&tive and paflive obedience of the fecond Adam, his
doing and dying. Now, Lord, have refpect to that
blood that fealed the covenant: fince the conditivn is

fulfilled Yo thy infinite fatisfaétion, let the promxfed good
be eonferred upon me. -

Have rcfpcc”c to the covenant, by having refpeé’c to
the oqth of the covenant, Heb. vi. 1y. 'The proniife is
confirmed with the oath ‘of God; ¢ That by two immuta-
_ Dble things, wherein it is irnpoﬂible for God to lye, -we
might have ftrong confolation,” &sz. Now, Lord, wilt
- thou not have relpeét to thine own oath ? Haft thou nat
fworn by thy holinefs, thou wilt not lie unto David? -

4. Have refpe& to the covenant, by having a refpe&
to the properties of the covenant. This would be large
field; I'fam itup in 2 few words. Have refpeét to the

covc'l.mt, that is, Lord, have refpet to the fulnefs of
_ the
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GOD’s Covenant. - : 449

the covenant, and let me be fupplied, for there is enough
_there; it contains all my falvation, and all my defire.—
Have refpet to the freedom of the covepant, and let me,
however unworthy, fhare of the grace that runs freely
thence.—Have refpet to the ftability of the covenant,
and let me be pitied, though unftable as water, and in-
firm, yet the covenant flands faft; remember thy word
that endures for ever.—Have relpet to the order of the

covenant, that is well ordered in all things, as well as

fure. « Tho’ my houfe be not fo with God, fays David,
yet he hath made with me an everlalting covenant, well
ordered in all things, and fure.”” Tho’ my houfe be out
of order, and heart out of order, and my frame out of
order, and all be in cenfufion with me, yet {ee, according
to thy covenant, to order all well.

IV. We proc,eed to thew what kind of a refpe&t he
hath to the covenant, that we may be the miore engaged
to plead upen it. ‘ \

. -He hath a great and high refpel to the covenant.
It is the covenant of the. great God, with his great and
eternal Son, for the honour and glory of his great name;
' and therefore, he cannot but have a great and hxgh re-
fpe@ unto it. His great name is manifefted in it; and
thereﬁ>re, when we plead his refpet to the covenant, we
plead, in effe, faymb, «“ What will thou do for t‘my

© great name?”

2. He hath a dear and loveI) refpect to the covenant;
for, it is the covenant of his grace and love, wherein he
- ihews his infinite love to Chriit, and thro’ lnm to a gom-
- pany of wretched finners. It is a covenant of kindnefs,
Ifa. liv. 10. * My kindnefs fhall not depart from thee,
neither fhall the covenant of my peace be removed, faith
the -Lord,that hath mercy on thee;” intimating, his co-
venant of peace, is a covenant of kindnefs, wherein he .
manifefts his deareft love; therefore, hc hath a dear re.
fpe&t to it. "

3. He hath a full refpet} to the covenant, a refpe@ to
every promife of it; They are all Yea and Amen, to tbe
g‘lor)‘ of God, 2 Cor.i.20. Ie hath a refpeél to all of them
becanfe they are all Yea and Amen, and becaufe they
are all ratxﬁed in Chrifl, to the glory of God. He hath:

a re-

/
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450 - Faishs Plea upon  Ser. LXXXVI

a relped to every article of the covenant, ¢ Nut a jot
ihall fall to the ground.”

4. He hath an everlafting refpett to the covenant;
therefore, it is called an everlafling covenant: it is fecur-
ed by an everlafting righteoufnefs; it is made between
everlalting parties; it is replenifhed with everlafting blef-
fings; it isrooted in his everlafting love : therefore he
is ever mindful of his covenant, and will never ceafe to
have a refpett to it. | y

Well then, fay you, what neced we pray and plead,
that he would have refpet to his covenant? Why, ifit’
be fure that he hath, and will for ever have, a refpett
to the covenant, then we may pray with the more affur-

ance and confidence ; fo that there is here ttrong foot-
ing for our 'prayer: but befides, when we pray, and fay, |
Huve refpel® unto the covenant, we feek, that he would
‘fhew the refpetk that he hath unto it,'that he would thew
- and make it manifelt unto us, that we may have the
- faith of it, and enjoy the fruits of it, and the blefled ef-
fects of that refpect to it, in our participations of the
bleflings thereof. . \

V. The next thing was, To thew why he will have
refpect to his covenant; and confequently, wheance it is
fuch a fuitable plea and argument for us. Why,

1. When be hath a refpect to the covenant, he Rath
refped to himfelf; the framer of it he owns himfelf to be,

- Pial. 1zxxix. 3. *“ I have made a covenant with my cho-
fn.” Why then, the ftrensth of the plea is, Have re-
Jpelt to the covenant, and {o have refpett to thyfelf, and
thy own glorious name and attributes, and let them be
glorified, in thewing regard to the covenant.—Have re-
fpect to thy wildom that fhines in the contrivance of the
covenant, ¢ The manifild wifdom of God; yea, the wil-
dom of Gad in a myltery,” that here appears.—Have .
refpe€t to thy power that fhines in the efficacy of the co-
venant,not only for over-powering principalities and pow-

*ers, but overcoming thylfelf, and the power of thine own
wrath, by the power of thy love.—Have relpeét to thy
lolinefs, that fhines in the holy oath of Jewovan, by
which it is confirmed, and thé holy obedience of Jelus, by

- ) which
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GOD’s Covenant. , 45F
which it is fulfilled; f> that, as by the finful difobedience

of one, many were made finners, by the boly obedience:

~of another Glorious Qne, many are made righteous.—
Have refpett to thy” juftice, that fhines in the blood of
" the covenant, the {acrifice by which juftice hath got con-

dign andinfinite fatisfaltion.—Have refpett to thy mercy -

and grace, that reigns thro’ this righteoufnefs to eternal
life.—Have refpet to thy truth and faith{ulnefs, that
thines in accomplifhing all the promifes of the covenant,
upon the ground of Chrift’s baving fulfilled the cendition.
‘Have refpeét unto thy eternity and immutability, in the
unchangeablenefs of the covenant; .ihew that thou art
God, and changeft not.—Thus have refpe&t to thyfelf.
2, When he hath refpe& to the covenant, he hath re-
fpe& to his Son Curist, the centre of it, and in whom
it ftands faft, as he owns, Pfal. Ixxxix. 28. ** My cove-
nant fhall ftand faft with kim.”> Why then, the firength.
of the plea is, Have refpeét to the covenant, and {o thew
refpet to thy Son: have refpet to him in his perfon, as
he is thy Son and our Saviour; Immanver, Ged-man;
in his divinity, wherein he is equal with God; in his hu-
manity, wherein he is the mafter-piece of God’s work.
Have refpe& to him in hid purchale, which is the fub-
ftance of the covenant bought with his blood.—Have
refpe&t to his death and refurretion; for thou loveft him
on this account, John x. 17. * Therefore doth the Father

love me, becaufe I lay down my life, that I niay takeit

up again;” where we fee that Clirift, as dying and rifing
in the room of his people, is the ob]e& of the Father’s
love, delight, and efteem.—Have refpet unto his inter-
ceflion, wherein he prays. for all the bleflings of the co-
venant that he hath purchafed: doth not the Father hear
him always?—Have refpect to his commiffion, which is
fealed by thee; for, * Him hath God the Father fealed,”

‘anvinted, and authorifed unto all faving offices, relations

and appearances: let him get the glory of all thefe. * O
ftrong plea!

3. When. he hath refpet to the covenant, he hath re-
fpect to his Spirit, the great applier of the covenant-
bleflings, and executor of the teftament, fealed with the
blood of Chrift, and by whom covenant-love is fhed

abroad
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abread upon the heart, Rom. v. 5. Why then; the
ftrength of the plea, ** Have refpe& to the covenant ;»’
that is, have refpect to thy own Spirit, that he may get
‘the glory of applying by his power, what Chrift hath pur-
chaled by his blood, —Have relpedt to the promife of the
Spirit that thou halt made, that when he is come, he thall
convince the world of fin, righteoufnefs and judgment, and
teltify of Chrift, and glorify Chrift, by fhewing the
things of Chrilt. —Have refpect to the offices of the Spi-
rit, as he is a Convincer, Sanlifier, and Comforter,

- according to the order and method of the covenant.—
Have refpe to the hoaoyr of the Spirit, who is the a//
in alf of the covenant, in point of power, and powerful
manifeltation, communication, and operation.—Klave
refpect unto the relations of the Spirit, as he is the Spirit -
of the Father and of the Son; the Spirit of the covenant, -
and of all the covenanted {eed. Hence,

4. When he hath refpet to the covenant, he hath re-
fpe& to his people, on the account of the covenant of pro-
mife; for, « They as Ifaac was, are the children of pro-
" mife,” Gal. iv. 28. Why then, the {trength of the plea
and argument here is, Lord, Have refpelt to the covenant,
and fo thew regard and refpeft to us. We have no
confidence to claim any refpe& at thy hand, but merely
apon the account of the refpeét thou baft to thy cove-
nant.—Have refpelt to our perfons on this ground, fince
the covenant provides acceptance in the Beloved, Eph.
i. 6. Look upon us in the face of thine Anointed, and
in the glafs of the new covenant.——Have refpet to our
prayers and performances on this ground, fince the cove-
naat hath provided much incenfe, to perfume the pray-
ers and offerings of all faints, upon the golden altar that
is before the throne, Rev. viii. 3.—Have relpe@ to our
tears, when we figh' and groan, and mourn and weep
before thee, fince the covenant provides a bottle for our
tears, Pfal. lvi. 8. ¢ Put thou my tears in thy bottle.”
Have refpet to our needs on this ground, when we are
hardened, that we can neither pray nor weep, nor fhed a
tear, fince the covenant provides f{upply to the poor and
-aeedy, Phil. iv. 19. “ My God thail fupply all your need,
according to his riches, in glory, by Chrift Jefus.”VI :
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. VI. T would now proﬂead to make fome Appli«:ation,
of the fubject in thele four Inference .

1. Hence fee a mark and uhara&er of trae Leliev ers,
that are fit for a communicn-table, they are of God’s
mind; he hath a refpet to the wveuart and they have
a refpect uato the covenant; and hence t'.u' knew what
it is to plead with Ged ,upun the refpeét that he hath
to the cuvenant : they could not do fo, if they had nog
a high refpect toit themfelves; they have fuch a refpeck
to the covenant in kind as Gud hath.—They have a
great refpect to-t, fo.as they efleem it more than all
things in the world; they would not give dug promile
of it, on which they have been caufed to hope, for ail
the gold of Ophir.—They have a dear and kindly re pe&.
to it, as all their 1a1va*mn and all their defire; yea, and
all their delight allb.  The word of grace is {weeter ty
them than the honey and the honey-coptb.—They have.
a full and univerfal refpe&t unts it,and to all the ‘promlfes_
of it; they refpet the promife’of purity, as well as the
promile of pardon; the pra’»mifc of falvation from-fin,
as well, and as much as the promife of falvation from
hell; the promife of holinels as well as of happinefs.
-As théy have a refpet to all God’s commandments; {»
they have a refpeét toall God’spromifes; and particularly,
as David bad his golden plalms, fo they have their gold-
én promifes that they are made - to hing upon,— Yea,
they have an ‘everlafting refpeét to the covenant, and o
the’ promifes thereof, even when their frame fails them;
when their [weet en_]oyments fail them, yet their refpect
to the covenant remains, and their re{pe& to the Maker
of the covenant, to the Mediator of the covenant, to
_the blood and oath of the covenant, to the Spirit of the
" covenant, and to the bleflings and benefits of it. They
have an everlafting refpect to the grace uf the covenant
of grace; they are adorers and admirers of free grace.
They have an everlaﬁmtr refpet to, and remembrance
of the words of the covenant, partlculanly thefe words
that have been let in with any life and power upon their
- foul, or that they have been caufed to hope upon; what-
ever they forget, they.can never forget fuch a word,

VorL. V. _ Gg . that

Digitized by (: 00 (g [ C
3 C



\
\
|

|

\
.

454 Faith’s Plea upon SER. LXXXVI,
that brought life to their fouls; « I will never forget thy

words, fays David; for by them thou haft quickened me.’
They have fuch an everlafting refpe& to the cuovenant,
th_at, when they have nothing in the world to truit to,,
they will rely on the covenant, and confide in fuch a.
promile, and plead upon if, faying, Lord, Have refpelt
to the covenant.

~ 2! Henceé we' may fee the milery of thefle that are
unbelievers, and remain’ flrangers to the covenant of

. promife, and have no refpet to the covenant. It is

mifery enough, that G.d hath no refpe& to you; no re-
fpeét to your perfon or prayers, as it is faid, ¢ 'To Cain
and his offerings God had no refpe&,” Gen. iv. 5. S
Ged hath no refpe& either to your perfons or perform-
ances; they are an abomination to him. Ycur prayers

“to him are but like the howling of a deg, if you have

never taken hold of his cevenant, nor feen the refpeét
that God bath to the covenant. “You have no refpett
to God, while you have no refpe® to that which he re-
fpedts fo highly.~And as he hath no refpeét to your
perfons or performances, fo he hath no refpect to your
tears; they never flowed from faith’s views of a pierced
Chrilt. —He hath no refpe@ to your fuuls, the redemp-
tion thereof ceafetli for ever, becaufe you have no due
refpe@ to the Redeemer’s blood and nghteoulncfa —
He hath no refpv& to veur communicating § nay, he
difapproves of it, and difcharges you to fit down at his
table, on peril of eating and drmkmg your own damna-

“tion.—Geod hath no regard nor refpet to your falvation,

becaufe you have no regrard nor refpect to the Sduour
he hath provided and offered.  God t‘lmks as litile to -
damn you, as you think little to dithonour him.  God
thinks as little of you, as you think little of fin; and he
hath as little' refpect to you, as you have little refpect to
Chrift and to the covenant. Wa to vou, if you remain
in this cafe; for the day is coming, wherein God will,
before all the world, fhew no more refpe‘l to you, than -
to {ay to you, ¢ Depart from me, ye curled, into ever-
lafting fire, prepared fir the devil and his angels.” But,
‘3. Hence we may fee the happine’s of believers, that
have fuch a refpeét to the covenant, as I was fpeaking of, -

»

s : a great
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a great, dear, {ull, 4nd perpetual refpc&t to it, and to -
1the Mediator of it, who have taken hold of the covenant
through grace, -and who knows'what it is to take hold
of God in the covenant, to 'take hold of Gud in a pro-
nn['e, and to hold him by his word, and rely upon him .
in it, faymg, Lord, Have refpet to the covenant; here
is your great happinefls, God hath a refpe& to you:
‘What refpe@ ? Lven to your perfons and offerings, as’
it is faid of Abel, Gen. iv. 4. God had a reipe& to him
and to his offering. Though you be faying in your
heart, Oh! how can he have a refpe&t to me, black and
vile, and: guilty me ? Why ? not for your fake indeed,
be it known unto-you, but for his covenant’s fake, and
his name's {ake. He hath a refpect to your praying and
praifing, and communicating; becaule he hath a refpe& :
to the covenant.—He hath a refpet to your name;
though the name of the wicked fhall rot, your name fhall
be in everlafting remembrance ; for God hath put his
name in you ; fomething of Chrilt in you, fomething of
the covenant in you. Some obferve, when Abram’s
name was turned to Abraham, that there was fb_me of
the letiers of the name Jenovan put in Abram’s name.
Indeed, God gives the believer a new nantej that he hath
“a refpet unto.—He hath a refpeét to your fuits and fup-
plications ; * I have heard Ephraim bemoaning himfelf.
O my dove, that art in the clefts of the rock, in the fecret -
places of the ftairs; let me hear thy voice, let me fee thy
countenance; for fweet is thy voice, and thy countenance
iscomely.”—Hehath a refpet to his beloved doves, when
pouring out their hearts before him ; that voice that the
world laughs at, God hath a refpe& to it.—He hath a
refpet to your blood ; *‘ Precious in his fight is the blood of
his faints.””—He hath a refpect to your fouls; and hence
he gave his blood to be a ranfom for them; and when
your fouls languifh, he fends his Spirit to reftore them;
and wheu you die, he will fend his angels tobring them
to heaven.—Ile hath a refpe& to your bodies: you ought,
being bought with a price, to glorify bim in your fouls
and bodies, which are his. When your body goes to
the duft, he will take care of that dult, and lofe nothing
of you, but raife you up at the laft day, and make yonr
: g 2 vile
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vile bodies like unto his glorious body; and fu thall ye
be ever with the Lord.—He hath a refpet to yous-fug
a refpe, that he puts honour upon you; ** Since thou
walt precious in my fight, thou hafi been hunpurable.”
He hath made you ngs and priefts to-your Godo—~
~ Jacob was crewned a prince on the field of battle, the
field of prayer, when he wreltled with the Angel aud
prevailcd as a prince. The poor wrefiling man is a
rxme, and the poor wreltimg woman a. prmceis, in
God’s fight ;. « This is the honour qf all the famts.”
'I hey have power with God, thercfore no wendgr that
they have power over the nations, te rule them with
a r:d of iron ; they judge and turment them. that dwell
on the earth, even here :\And know you not, that here-,
alter the faints fhall judge the world? Ged hath.a-refpeét
to you, and he will thew it in due time, becaufe he hath
a refpect to the covenant, and filled your heatt with a re-
fpe& to it alfo. * .

. Hence fee the duty mcumbent upon us in pleading
wnth God for his faveur, prefence, and blefling; let us go
to him both in {ecret prayer, and in {clemn approaclies to
his table, crying, Lord, Huve refpeét to the Covenuns. - 1
know not a cafe you can be in but the covenant exhitites
a cure, and you are allowed to plead it, Ezek. xxxvi. 37
After many new-covenant promifes, it is faid, ¢ Fer this
will I be enquired of by the houfe of Ifracl, to do it for
them:” and hdw are we to enquire, but by pleading the
refpett he hath to the covenant.—Have ycu a pclluted
heart with the filth of fin, a polluted conicience with the.
guilt of fin?  Why, here is an article of the covenant;
-« I will fprinkle clean water upon you, and ye fhall be-
clean : from all your filthinefs, and from all ycur idols
will I cleanfe you,” ver. 25. © then, go to Ged for clean{-
ing, andplead, faying, O Lord, Have refpeét to the Cove-
nant.—Have you the old hard fteny heart ftill within
you, and would you have it renewed and foftened? Here
is an article of the covenant, *“ A new heart will I give
you, and a new Spirit will T put within you ; I will take
away the ftony heart out of your flefh, and I will give
you an heart of flefh.”” O then, go to God, and plead it,
{dving, Have refpet to the Covenant.—Are you ‘Scf{htute
of the Spirit, fenfual, not having the Spirit? Do %rou
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find fuch a want of the Spirit, that you cannct walk in
God’s way 2 Well, there is an article of the covenant
here, ver. 27. ** I will put my Spirit within you, and
caufe ycu to walk in my ftatutes.” O plead for this
great blefling,and iay, Lutd Have refpet to the Covenant.
In a word, when you confider what kind of a finner
you are, ,conﬁdér allo what kind c¢f a covenant this is;
" it is enougli to fay, that it is a covenant of grace, «f all
forts of grace, for all forts of finners that are out of hell.
Are yod under dreadful guilt? Here is a covenant of
“pardoning grace, faying, ** Iwill blot out thyf{in as a cloud,
and thy tranfgreflion as a thick cloud: return to me, for I
have redeemed thee,”” Ifa. xliv. 22. O then plead he may
have refpetto the covenant. —Ate you under feartul pol.
lutions? O here is a covenant of purifying grace, faying,
¢ There is a fountain opened to the houfe of David, and
the inhabitants of Jerufalem, for fin and for uncleannefs.”
O then, plead he may have refpect to the covenant.— .
Are you in darknefs and ignorance,having no knowledge
of God ? O here isacovenantof enlightening grace, faying,
“ They fhall be all taught of God.” O then plead it, fay-
ing, Lord, Have refpect 10 the Covenent.~—Are you under
deadnefs, and like dead and dry bones? O here is a cove- -
nant ofqulcl\emng grace,laying, I am ccme to give life,
and to give it more abundantly. The hour cometh, when
the dead thail hear theWoice cf the Son of God, and they
that hear thall live.” O then plead that he may have re-
fpe€t to the coyenant.—Are you in cenfufion; and know
not what way to take? O here is a covenant of direting
grace, faying,« Iwill bring the blind by a way they know
not; I will lead them in paths that they have not known:
I'will makedarknefslight before them, andcrooked things
ftraight.”—Are you under fad plagues and foul-difeafes,
over-run with fores from the-crown of the head to the fole
of the foot? Qbhere is a covenant of Liealing grace, faying,
“ The Sun of righteoufnels thall arife with healing in his
wings.—I amthe Lord thathealeth thee.— Iwill heal ycur
backflidings.” O then plead, faying, Lord, Have refpedt
10 the Covenant.—Are you in extreme danger of hell and
damnation, becaufe of your fin and guilt : 7 O here is a
covenant of delivering grace, faying, ** Deliver his {oul
from going down to the pit, for I have found a ranfom.”
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O then, plead it, and fay, Lord, Zdwb sefpeét 2o tle
Csvenant.—Are you in bondage unto {in, Satan, and
the world, a captive unto lufts, and fhut up in unbeliet
as in a prifon? O here is a covenant of liberating
grace! Proclaiming liberty’to the captives, and the open-
ing of the prifon to them that are bound.—Are you a
. ftupid ftoul, that cannot move toward God, nor {tir
heaven-ward, by reafon of a backward will, like a
brazen gate, that refifts all the force of moving means?
Well,bat,O! here is a covenant of drawing grace,faying,
Wbhen I am lzfted up, I w:ll draw all men unto me. As the
- power and virtue of the load- {tone draws the iron, fo'the
virtue of an exalted Chyilt draws the iron-bar of the will ;
Tb_ypeopleﬁ)'zll bewilling in the dayof thy power. Q then,
plead it, faying, Lord, Have refpect to the Covenant.’
What otlier concerns have yuu?—Are you concerned
for your children, that they may be partakers of cove-
nant-bleflings, and faved of the Lord ! O here is a cove-
nant of extenfive grace, intailing blefflings on us and our
+ offspring, faying, « I will be thy God, and the God of thy
feed.” O then, look to God in behalf of your children,
faying, Lord, Have refpeét so the covenant.—Are you
concerned for the church, and the dangerous circum-
ftances fhe is into by reafon of cruel enemies? This feems
to Re the great concern of the pfalmiit here, as appears
froth the body of the pfalm, and the words following the
text: * For the dark places of the earth are full of the
-habitations of cruelty.” Thefe that live in the darknefs
of ignorance and error, and in the works of darknefs, are
“tull of cruelty againft the church and people of God,
and they are furrounded with them, in fo much that
the church, is like a'lily among thorns, or a fheep among
wolves; What fhall become of it Why, here is a cove-
nant of detence, and of defending and protefting grace,
faying, ¢ Upon all the glory there fhall be a defence;”
therefore, even when eneniies break down the carved
work with axes and hammers,ver. 6.; when theyare caft-
ing fire into the fantuary, ver. 7.; when they are faying,
Let us deftroy them togetber, ver. 8.: Yea, when it fhall
~come to this, that a bloody {word that is raging abroad,
fhall come over to us ¥, and that foreign or domeftic

% Qevera! farel n Powers, at this time, were at open war with one-another @
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enerhies, or bitjgdhall devour and deftroy, and, perhaps,
burn up all the fynagogues of God in the land as it js, -
ver. 8.5 and when we fhall not fee our figns, and there
i1s no more any prophet, nor any among us that know
the time how long, ver. 9. Inall fuch cales, whiat courfe
fhall we take, but that of the plalmift here? Lord, Have
refpet unig the covenant,

Are you concerned about inward enemies, fpiritual
encmies, and molefled with the powers of darknels? Is
your heart {ull o[ the habitations of cruelty, and fearfully
inhabired with cruel devils, cruel lufis, cruel corruptions
that mafter and umque‘r and prevail arram'i you, fo as
you ly many a time wounded and dead at the enemy’s
feet? O here is a covenant of fin-corquering grace, not
only a covenant of mercy to your foul, but of vengeance
to your lufts, {aying, ** The day of vengeance is in mine
heart, the year of my redeemed is cmne,” Ifa. Ixlii. 4.
O then,implore the promifed vengeance on all your cruel
foul-enemics, faying, Lord, Have refpect 10 she covenans.

" Are you concerned about your {oul-poverty and indi-
gency, not only as opprefled with enemies without and
~within, but opprcﬁ'ed with wants and neceflities, being .
ablulutely poor and needy, and deflitute of all good’ o
liere is a covenant of foul-fupplying grace, and of all
needful provifion, faying, “When the poor and needy feek

water,and there is nune,and their tongue failethfor thirtt,

I the Lord will.hear them, 1 the God of Jacobwill not for-
fake them; I will pour water upen him that is thirfly, and.
{lhods upon the dry ground »» Othen,plead the covenant,
as the plalmift here in the following verfe, <O let not the
opprefled return afhamed: let the poor and needy praife
thy name.” Have refpelt unto the covenant.

In a word, let your cafe be the worft cafe out of hell,
this covenant contains all falvation, as a covenant of.
grace ; of all grace, of all forts of gruce for all forts of fin-
ners, and-of all forts of cures for ail forts of cafes; and if
you can get yourfelf wrapt within the bond of this cove-
and. as formerly obferved, Vol. IIL. p..497, our own nation was alarmed with
an open 1upture wirth the court of Spain; who. as wus then comtid. ndy aftirm-
ed. had ent-red into a formidable alliunce withi different Powers, in order to
recover Gibralter and Port-mahon : and to favour their delions the better, gave
out, that their intention was to invade -Brirain, and place the Pretender on the

tinone.—~However, this rupture did not acually take place, till the year 1735- 4
nor the attenpt tv iuthrone the Prctender. till the year 17435
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nant, by believing and pleading it; then you draw God
-upon your interelt, {o that your concern is his concern,
your fatercit is his intereft, your caufe is his caufe, as
the pialmll‘ fhews: here, ver. 22. ¢ Arife, O God, plead
thine own caufe.” It itands upon his honour, and he
will do his own work in his own time. If ever you got
grace to draw a bill upon God, as a covenant-promifing
God in Chrift, and have any bills lying tabled before
the throne, and are fometimes unable to plead and
purfue the bill, with a Lord, Have refpect unto the Cove-
nant : you have the firongeft encouragement to wait on
him, and expect his anfwesing the blll in due time; for
he will rather work marve llULxﬂy, aud create new worlds,
rather turn all things to nothing, than-quit his concern
in, or give up with his refpet unto the covenant.

Are you concerned for the advancement of the kmg
d.m of Chrift in the eartll as you ought to be? Here is
a covenant of grace to the Jews, and grace to the Gen-
tiles ; grace to the heathen nations, fayingy ¢ I will give
thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermoft
parts of the éarth for thy poffeflion.”—Are you concerned
about generauons to come, about the rifing generatmn
when there is little hope of the prefent? O! here is a
covenant of grace to fucceeding generations till the end
of the world, faying, ¢ 1.will make thy name to be re-
membered in all generations; therefore the peoplc fhall
praife thee for ever and ever.”

Are you concerned about your latter. end and how it
fhall fare with you when in the fwellings of Jordan how
you will fight the laft battle? O here is a covenant cof
death-conquering grace, faving, ¢ Death fhall be fwal-
Jowed up in vi€ory : O death, T will be thy plague !
O grave, I will be thy deftrution!”— Are you concerned
abuut a r"c)fpel mlmftry, and thou“htful whether it fhall
be continued? There is many a word in this covenant
about it; but efpecially that, Chrift is exalted to main-
tainand fuppart agefpel-difpenfation tothe end of the world
Mat. xxviii. 20. Whatever fpot of the earth he chufes
or refufes, he having afcended on high, hath received
gifts for men, yea, for the rebellious alfo, that the Lord
(JOd mlght dwell among thcm, Pfalm lxviii. 8. |
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