is a cleaving to-the Lord, as wood-
Ben or ivy cleaves to an oak, becaufe
its life depends upon it : And, Deut,
. xxx. and Joth, xxiv. it is called 2
r’baqahg of the Lord, and that upon
deliberation, as knowing that we have
need of him, that he is a Saviour fuits
&d compleatly to all the nccefhities of
gur fouls, and that we are warranted
to believe on him ; it is the natuve a&
and exercife of faith to choofe Chrift
among all the wooers that are goust-
ing the foul: Solikewife it is fet ous
tinder.truffing and committing, Plal.
Sxievii; Commit thy way to sbe Lerd,
traft in bim ; 1 kwow, faith Paul, 2
Tim. 1. 13. be is able to keep that
wtohich I have committed to bim: itis
to give :Chrift the credit of your fal-.
vation ; it is one thing to give a2 man
- the credit thathe is true, and another
thing to con-credit him with our
reatéft concerns ;3 we will credit ma«
ny, whem we will-not thus con-cre-
dit ourfelves to, nor commit ous con-
cerns to ; the former (when thefe are
applied to God) is hiftorical faith,
when we dare tuft and lippen our-
flves to him, and o his'word ; and
we think this expreffion holds forth as
much of the nature of faving faith as
any-of the former, if we could take
it up, when we dare con-credit our-
felves to him, becaufe he hath faid
the word, Thus allo, to 2& and ex-
¢rcife faith on him, for temporal, ot

e:v'..
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I’I‘ is a great matter once to get the

ofpel brought afhongft a peaple, -
ing f!g:h‘ 'm‘eﬂ‘g ;

: engérs, as may make
the favonry report of fefus.Chrift un-
to them; et this is not all, chere is
& great work bebind, and that is, to
giet Chrift believed on, andto get the
réportconcerning him received by the
_&cqplc to whom it is made ; this be-

g the greateft and graveft work of
the prophets, and of the minifters of
thie ‘g {pel, and the meft eminent,
ot fo-much to get o word-%o foy, a3

EX
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far {pirimal things, it is toexpestthe
event from God, but fo, as wcp:?pfe&
qnd laok for it on this ground, that
Chriff hath purcha(edit, and we bave
accepted him on his offer, which gives
us a nght to thefe things peedful for
us, aed purchafed by him : It is faid,
Matth, xxii. 5."when the invitation
comes, that Joue made light ff its
but faith, on thecontrary, isalayia
weight on it, aod coa-crediting .5
ourfelves 1o God on that ground : it
is called, Rom. vi. 4 delivering up
of eurfelves to the word, and to him
ip it it is even to put a blank ia
Chrit’s hand, to bﬁ?ﬁ”ﬂd up as b:
pleafes. , ‘

. Y¢ fee then what y&,are called to,
it is to open to Chrift, to come tq
him, to marry him, to roll you’rfclves
to bim, to give him credit, &¢, And
is thereany of thefe unreafonable og
prejudical to you? And if they be ves
ry reafopable and advantageous, (as
indged, they are) we. would exhort
you te come to_him, to receive him,
to apprchend him, ta flce to him, to
take hold of him, to masry him, zrc-.
Believe on him, and by,beliefing, be
united to him, and geta right to hina,
god to all his purchafe s ‘give him the
gfdxt;ot faving your ou%s., This we
¢all for from you's and.if ye do itnog
the complaiat in the text will ﬁana
againft Jou; Who hath belicved our
report ¢ , v

ON Y.

t. Who hath beliecved our refort? ‘4nd ta whom
15 8he arm of the Lord revealed ¥ o

i

to get the word believed ;-and this is
(aiah’s complaint, that though he
himfelf ‘brought the repoit-¢oncern--
iog Chrift, and forefuw many more -
would bring it, yet, that the exercife
of faith.in thefe who fheuld hear ie
would be very rare, - . - . .
We fpoke of the great thing cal--
led for from a peaple, to whom- this
gofpel comes, and the report of Chrifk
1s made; and that is, to believe on
him, 10 receive and reft on him, of"
whom the repore. tumde;:mgxyt,
this
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L’Eﬂmmam this be, though there were never fo
" (his’""“{ many preachers, and encouragements
el E;MWH,I to preach, though ye fhould flock to
: fﬂ"’ "2 the ordinances every day, the ground
-'sh- Wil of complaint will fill remain, ifthere
fl:,'ﬁ?“dﬂ' be not faving faith in Jefus Chrift,
i 15 hich is the fubftance of the gofpel.
v ‘2"'?““‘ After confirmation of this point, we
i I f fhew what faith is, from the feveral
i, Bt pames the feripture giveth it and
! can oefi vhereil; the exercife of faving faith
it 0 js holden out 3 All whichimply thefe
AkiEEt  three, v, A great hazard and danger
wrhadi  thar the hearers of the gofpel are 1n,
> ptillit whether they be fenfible of it in fuch
¢ diget g meafure at leaft or not, we fpeak
not pow, yet they are fo feally: fo
much flecing, coming, laging hold,

prebendipng, &c. iofinuate. 2, A
ulnefs and fofficiency in Chrilt Je-
fus, holden forth to them, asthe ob-
je& of their faith, as one that can de«
iver out of that danger, and can right
whatever is wrong. 3. Ana&, where-

n
Ib

yeare aléh
it w amer
0 roll voatds
redit, 0%
unrealamts
dittephe
antageot,y

wold g jn mainly the exercife of faith is hold-
ot en forths and it 1s the a& of the foul
ewhsi uader that danger and diftrefs, be-
uribmi-  taking jtfelf to Chrift’s fulnefs for
ielietity?  Melp ¢ it is a fleeing from the curfe of
rightva  the law to him, as to the city of re-
elad  fage; fo every name that faith gets,
Js, Te fets out 2 man aéting and moving fome
‘wdoi®  way for Chrift's remedying the evil
st wll 3 ao! removing the hazard he isin..
beliid @ Having fpoken a lictle to this, that

faith is the main duty that is called

for, we may now follow the exhorta-

tion to prefs you toit; it beingtono

purpofe to fpeak: of Chrift, and of

faith in him, except he be received,

This is the end of the wotd written

aud taught, - John xx, at the clofe,

Jul  even ::%elicve in the nanre of the

Soa of God, and by believing to re-
ceive life m and through him. -

And therefore, 2dly, Seeing this is

the main duty called for by the gof-

1 thet e e

e sal, that by faith ye fhould receive
fﬁ,; 1?,‘ and Chnyﬁ offered in it; we ear-
‘»e  meftly exhort you toit. It is not fo
ot mvach to this or that particular duty,
wt  thoogh thefe be implied ; it is not fo

much to attenddnce on ordinauces,
.  mor vo fubmiffion to dif:ipline and cen-
., fares, though thefe alfo be duties that
‘we exhort you to ; but it is to obedi-
ence to the great command of faith
even to believe on him whom tite Fa*
sher hath feot aad fraled : Itistore:

Isaran liti. Verfe r. .
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“ ceive this gofptl, to fubmit to the

righteoufnefs of faith, to open to him
"that is’knocking at the door, to yield
to him, and to Five him the hand, that
bygone quarrels may be removed, and
taken oat of the way : except this be,
we profefs to you in his name, that ye
bring not forth the fruit that this gof-
el calleth for from you, and that no
efs will be acceptable ‘to God, mor
_taken off your hand by him.
And toadd here the #4ird branch
of the dorine, we fay, That no lefs
will do your turn, as a néceffary mean
for atraining the promife, and that
which is promiféd » x. Look to all the
promifes, whether of pardon of fin,
or of peace. with God, of joy in the
Holy Ghott; ot holinefs and confor-
-mity to God; there is no dccefs to
thefe, or any of theém, but by faith :
“this is the very proper condition of
‘the covenant of grace, and the door
whereby we flep in toit ; and if ye
think pardon™ of fin, peace with God,
and holinefsto be neceffary, then this

: 'Freat'gof el-'dutyoof believi? f‘; ti;‘a
: 1a1th,

efs neceffary; for the Lor

John dii, 36.” He that belicveth not is
-condrmned already. 2. Look to the
performance of any duty, or mortifi-
cation of any luft ot idol, and faith is
neceﬂ'arz’to that, t John iii, 3. I is
by faith ewe obtain viflory over the
-world ; it was by faith (Heb, xi.)

. ‘that aththe worthies, {poken of there,

wrought righteoufnefs, &c¢, 3. When
any duty is ‘done, of whatfoever na-
‘ture it be, thereis no acceptatign of
‘it without faith; it is not eur pray-
‘ing, or coming to the church, that
will make duty to be accepted,&ug it
‘is faith ; Theaverd profited them not,
faith the apoftle, Heb. iv. 2. bacaufe
it edas not mifxed with fasth, A_t_zdtfhglg.
for making the duty acceptable, fartjn
‘is neceffarily requifite, we may cleaz-
by fee, Heb. xi. 6. where itis expref~
Iy faid, that avithout faith it is im=
paffidle to pleafe God ; and how is it
‘that ' Abel offers a more excellent fa-
crifice than Cain ? it was nothing fure
in Cain’s factifice itfelf that meade it
be caften, nor any thing in Abel’s tuat
made it be réceived or' accepi.biey
butfaith in the Mefiah to come, that
“was found to be int the one, and was
amiffing fo the other. Is there not
reafen thei to pi'e{}ii' this duty on you‘3
i ‘ an



'

.58

_ and to exhort you not to think thisa
‘common and eafy thing, though the
" nioft pare think it tobe fo ? If we loak
to the benefits of it, to the difficalty
‘of it, and to the rarity of it in the
. world, there is no duty had need
“ more to be prefled than this, even
* thag Chrift Jefus thould get the bur-
‘ﬂen‘ of your immortal fouls caft on
‘him by his faviog faith. 1 fhall
therefore in the further profecution
.of this, 1. Shew what mainly you
“would efchew and avoid, as that
* whereat folk more ordinarily ftumble,
‘2. What it'is we would prefs to, and
-'on what grounds, .
" For the firfl, 1 know the deceits
" and miftakes 1n men about the exer-
cife of faith are fo many, that they
are more than can well or eafily be
‘ reckoned nup; yet we fhall in {fome
nerals, 1poken of before, hint at a
‘few of them : for, fo long as ye con-
‘tinue in the fame fnares, they muft
“fill be pointed out to you, and endea-
* vours ufed to undeceive and ex-
“traét you out of them; and therefore,
" ‘x,. Beware of a doétrinal faith, which
‘before I called bifforical. We know
© ‘it’is hard to convince fome that they
“want faith, yet we would have you
-“to  confider, that it is not every kind
“of faith, bat faving faith, that will
“do your turn; itis the want of that
.which the prephet complains of : and
{therefore to open this a litile, ye
«would, confider, that there may Ke
‘really fuch a faith, as is an affcnt to
. thetrizth of the word, in a natural
‘man, yea, in a reprobate; but that
“faith will never unite to Chrift, nor
“be waited ‘with the ‘pardon of fin.
*(1.} 1 donot fay, that every ome that
1s in the vifible church hath his do@ri-
‘nal faith, to believe 'a heaven and a
<hell, that the fcripture is the word of
*Godl, and that all that believe in
~Chrift thall get pardon of fin, and life;
“the carriage, alas ! of many teftifics
‘they have not this much : whatever
flecting -notions they - may have of
thefe things, or whatever efteem the
may feem to put on the gofpel, an
whatever Kéo_feﬂion they may make,
that they believe the truth on it, -yet
in their deeds they deny it; for, if
there were a fixednefs in the do&rinal
fuith of the gofpel in men, they durft
, mot for thewr ‘&uls live as they do.

[N
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Neither yet, (1.?) Do.we fay, thatall
they that have this doctrinal faith of
the gofpel, or fomewhat of it,

belicve every paﬂ'a?c in it alike, but
often as they pleafe them, t»hex.bc-
lieve them: Eence. many believe

"what the word fpeaks of mercy, and

of pardon of fin, 2nd will not 1‘ue{-
tion that ; but what it fpeaks of holi-
nefs and of the feverity of God’s rec-
with men for fin, théy do not
1
true, where the faith of the one s,
the faith of the other will fome way
be ; but becaufe the one agrees better
with their corruption than the other,
therefore the one is not received as
the other: and it is very frequent
with fuch, to be found diminithing
‘from- one place, and adding to ano:
ther, of the word of God. Nor, ii)
Do we fay, that all men do, ina like
and equal degree, believe the truth
-of the word ; there is in fome more
knowledge, in fome lefs, in fome
more convi@ions, in fome fewer ;

though we preach to you all, yet there
are fome that believe not this to be
-God’s ordinance, albeit theré are ma-
ny who will not be faved, that take
this word to be the word of God, and
beTieve what is the meaning of it,
becaule the word itfelt fays it is fo:

koain
fo_cre%

it that part of the word

- and the reafon of this is, 1. Becaufe

there is nothing that is not {aving, but
a natural man may have it; oow,
this do&rinal faith is not faviog, and
fo a patural man may. have it, yea,
-the devils believe and tremble ; and
James does not difpute with thefe (o
whom he writes, on this account,
that they believe not this, but tells
‘them, that hiftorical faith was not e-
nough ; and we think a maa in natuse
may have a great perfualion of the
aruth of the word of God, and that
which it fays will' come to pafs, and
yet fill continue but a_npatural maa.
A ad reafon is;. becaufe the {cripture
,;_'peaks fo often of fo many forts of
aith that are not faving, as Exod.
‘xiv. at the clofe, it is fad, The peo-

ple ?7’.1“‘"‘4 the Lord ; and Pfal, cvi.
‘33, Then they believed bis word, and

Jang his praife; and Johnii, 23. Many
bellgwtd on Chrift, to whom be did not
commit bx‘mfellf ; there was faith in
them which his figos and miracles
extorted from them, which was nat
P faving ;
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faving; and Mat. xiii. two ar three
fuch a&s of faith are {fpoken of in the
parable of the fowerthat were not
faving, however found they might be
in their own kind ; and, r Cor, xiii.
wg have fuch a faith {poken of, asa
man’ dare not deny the truth’ of the
word, though he thould bring his bo-
dy 20 be burnt by his avouching of the
fame. A 34 reafon is, becaufe as

_much credit may be given t> the

‘word, as is given to any ather hifto-

ry that is creditably believed ; and it .

s on this ground that we believe there
were fach men as Cefar, Pompey,
Wallace, &c. and it being certain,
that there m=y be impreffions on the
confciences hearers, that this is
God’s work, backed with fome com-
mon work of the Spirit, and that is
generally received to be the word of
God in the part.of the world we live
m; what wonder is it, that folk be-
lieve thus, and drink in this hiftori-
cal or do&rinal faith of the word, fo
as t!'le! may even dare to fuffer death
forit? and yet, inthe mean time,
may want faving faith ; the devils be-
1og as fare as any natural man ig,
that God is true, and that his word
will be performed ; and therefore they
fay to Chrift, Art thou conte tp tor
ment us before the time ? The pan
of a natural confcience in men will
aflure them of a jadgment coming,
though they trembile to.think on it.
And therefore, ere we proceed fur-
ther, take a word of #/e from this,
2ad it may let you fee the great and
very general miftake of the mopft part
of the bearers of the- gafpel, in reft-
sog on this do&rinal faith, * If ye tell

them that they have no faith, they

will not by any means take with that
they believe there js a Saviour, and
that he is God and Man, and that
fuch as believe on him fhall be faved ;
and on this they reft: itis fuch as
thefe, who think they have believed
all their days, fince ever they had any
knowledge ; becaufe the word was al-
ways, or very long fince, receivedin
the place where they. lived, for the
word of Ged; and they believe it
to be fo alfo, and know no difference
betwixt believing the word, and be;,
Jieving on Chrift holden out in it:
thoogh, alas! many of you believe
oot this much ; for if ye were ameng

.
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the Jews, ye might-be foon brought.
to queftion the truth of the gofpel =
but though ye had the real faith of'
the truth of the word, take not that’
for faving faith; for as thére is a’
real forrow, that is not the faving"
ace of repentance unto life, {o there’
18 a fort of real faith, that hatha real*’
being in the judgment, which yet is’
not a real clofing with Chrift, and fo-
not faving faith: as, fuppofe a man
purfued by his. enemy, fhould fee a
ftrong caftle-door ftanding open, or®
one 1n hazard at fea, thould fee dry
Jand, ifhe fhould ftand fill while the

. enemy were purfuirg him,or abide ftill’

in the finking veflel, the fight of the’
caftle-do 'r open, or of the dry land,
would not fave him ; fo it is rot the’
believing that there is a Saviour come
into the world to fave finners, that’
will fave, except there a refling
on him, as he 1s holden out in the
word of the gofpel. Hiftorical faith’
is only, as it were, a looking on the

 Saviour ; but faving faith %rips to him,
a

and refts-on him: hiftorical faith looks’
on Chrift, but a&s not on him, clofes
not with him; and therefore fuch as
have it-only, and no more, fink and
perifh without getting good of him,’
We would think it a great matter te
t many of you as far onin believ
ng as the Devil is, who believes and
trembles; the little trembling that is
thews that there is but little of this
hiftorical faith: yet, as I have often

~ faid, this is not all, ye may have this;

and yet, if ye halt there, ye will cer-
tainly perifh, if ye were never fo con-
fident tobe faved ; the apoftle doth
well diflinguifh thefe, Heb. xi. 6. He
that cometh to God, muf belicve that
be is, and that he is a rewarder of
them that diligesitly feek Bim : wheré
thefe two are prefuppofed, t. Believ-
ing that God is, or hath a being: and,
2. Believing that his promife”is fure
and ficker; that heis faithful thac
hath' promifed, and will make his
word good. And then, 3. On botly
thefe follows. a coming to him, sz
rewarder of diligent feekeérs of him.’
The firft two take in hiltorical faiths
for tobelieve that God is, is natural §
and 1o believe that God is faithful iy
his promife, may be in natyral men:
but to come'to him, to get the hazard
that the foulisin, removed, through

a2 Jelus
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45[‘?3 Chrift, is a thing few do attain.
his then is the 7/ thing we would
be aware of, not aware to believe the
truth of the word, but to be aware
of refting on it as faving. faith: itis
not enough to look on Chrift, and to
grant that it is he, but the man muft
never be fatisfied till he get himfelf
rolled on Chrift, and the weight of
his falvation and peace laid on him
in his own way,

. The fecond thing ye would beware
of is fome common and quickly tran-
fient woik on the affeQions, that.may
accompany hiftorical faith ; whether
the affetion of grief, or the affedtion
of f‘ofy be ftirred thereby, both are
unlafe to be refted on, when we can-
not prove our refting on Chrift, or
where there is no relevant ground to
prove it by. Though ye fhould
tremble as Felix did, and be under a-
larming convilions of confcience and
fears of your hazard; or though'ye
fhould be affe&ted with joy, as tge
tenporary  believer may ‘be, and
fometimes is, what will that profit

}ou? It is a great miftake to take

ome fmall work on the affeftions,
which at the beft is but an effe& of
hiftorical faith, for a faving work of
he Spirit,  Or, 32, Ifitbe notan ef-
* fet of hiftorical faith, itis an effect
of a challenge of confcience, and

{miting of the heart, as in Saul, who

could fay to David. Thou art more

nighteous than I, my Son David, Or,

3. Itis fome common work of the

irit, fuch as was in Simon Magus,
~whom it is faid, He believed, and
who could fay, Pray for me: for
folks to conclude on this grouad,
that they are brought out of nature
into a ftate of grace, is to buildupon a
fandy foundation, The apoftle {peak-
eth, 2 Cor. vii. 10. of worldly forrow,
as well as of godly forrow; and as
there may be a worldly forrow, fo
there may be a carnal joy; a'piece of
fainnefs, to fpeak fo, in prayer, or

at hearing of a preaching, or at a

ecommunion, which is not faving faith:

fome hear the word with joy, Mat.
© Xtit, who yet endure #of; and Joha
}hpu&’s_hcarefs rejoiced in his light

ora {eafon ; even as a fick man, who
hearing, as we hinted before, thata
phylician, who is fkilful and able to
care him, is come to tows, he grows
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fain in the centemplation of a cure
of his difeafe ; but here is the ftick,
when the phyficjan tells the man that
he muft be fo and fo abftemious, and
keep himfelf under fuch a ftrict diet,
he Xow not abide that, and fo all his
joy evanifhes: there is fomething like
this ip temporary faith, where fome’
remote expectation of falvation will
caufe a carpal joy and fainpefs : but
when it comes to this, that a man is
called to quit his Jufts, or his eftate,
or in the world to undergo trouble
and perfecution for the ﬁg nﬁd, by and
?e ¢ is offended; he thinks, to fay
0, A fowl in bis hand is worth tave
Aying ; and therefore, when the ftorm
blows in his teeth, he turns his back
and runs away; efpecially we will

find this to be with men in fi.knefs,

they will have mints at ferioufnefs,
and fometimes flathes of forrow under
convictions and challenges, and fome-
times flathes of joy. that will evanith
when they come to health again.
When we fpeak of fome common
work on the affetions, we would
take in liberty, and fome warmnefs
of {pirit in prayer, which, no quefti-
on, even unrenewned men may find

more at one time than another; as

when they are in fome great hazard
ar ftrait, they will be more than or-
dinary ferious in that duty, and yee
that may be but an effe&® of nature :
this proves a great
neck-break to many, that they think
they are well enough, if now and thed
“¢hey get uiterance in prayer, as
fometimes they will get words beyond
what they expeéted ; and when, upoa
refle@ting, they find that they have
been in earneft, though it hath beem
with. moral ferioufnefs, that blows
them ufp ; fo they putprayer in the
place o faving faith, and when they
ray with warmnefs, they trow they
gelieve, when in the mean time they
never kaew what it was in good-ear-
neft to Iz:)y; themfelves over on Chrifk
Jefus: therefore, when. we inwite.
you to believe, this is another thing
we would bid you beware of, that
ye put oot a fiath of feoft in the roem
of faith, , :
3. There is yet a more fubtile,
though po lefs dargerous miftake,

that ye would beware of; and that is; -

when faith is confounded with obes
' dience,

Pl

ftumbling and .
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dience, and is fockedon in"juflificaris
an as a peace of new obedicnce, with,
love, repentance, and other duties of
holinefs : fo fome think they believe,
becaufe they have fome natoral awe

" of God in their walk, and fome fear

offin, and do perform fome doties of

religion, and walk honeitly; as they

think, according to the rule, which.
fs to confound the avenants of works
and of grace, and to make the coves’
mant of works a covenant of grace, oy
to ron the covenant of graceinto a co-
venant of works ; “only with.this dif-
ference, thhat though their works be
mot perfed, but defe&ive, yet where~
im they are defeive they think there
is worth in their faith to make up that
want, and to fopply the defe&; and
fo, by faith they think they will ob-
tain the acceptation of their works,
and of their perfons on account of
their works : tHey look upon their
works as pleafing to God; but becaufe
shey are not perfe, they will believe,
or exercife faith, to make up their
defe@s ; to which the way of grace,
is quite contrary, which makes the
tree firft good, and then the fruit]
This way, that maoy 1ake, is not
to draw the evidences of believing
from works of holinefs, which is war-
rantable 5 but the founding of faith,
or their hope of heaven, on works:
and the ufe they make of their faith,
§s, to ward off challenpes for the im-
perfe®ion of their .works, and to
make faith procure acceptantce, as [
‘Joft now faid, to their works, and ac<
Teptance to their perfon for their
work’s fake,

4. Beware of that which ye ordi-
marily call a certain affurance, or fure
knowledge of your falvation, and
that all- the promifes are yours,
whereby ye think yourfelves in no ha-

zard ; a hope and affurance of heaven -

that ;e €an give no ground for, nor
proof of ; only ye think ye are fure
of pardon of fin, and coming to hea-
ven, and that ye are obliged to main-
tain that groundlefs hope : but that
s not faning faith, for it is a hope of
heaven that can give yoa noright to
Chrift; there muft firft be a fleeing
20 him, and clofing with him before
yecan have any true and well-ground.
ed hope of heaven : but your hope
sod confidence s, never to queftion

-
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ér
the matter ; - ye are hke Laodicea,
who thought herfelf rich, and ta
ftand in need of nothing, when fhe
was beggarly poor; or like thefe
, when God was threatning

them with judgment, yet -waul
needs prefume to think they leaned
on.the Lord. I think, among allthe

perfons that God hath indignation a~ °
gainft, it is in a fpecial manner a- -
gainﬁ' thele who have this fort of
ope, and to. whom God difcaveretls -
the groundlefnefs of it, and yet the
will ftill ftoutly maintain, and ftand
faft by their hope : it is to thefe he

- fpeaks, Deut. xxvi. 16, who ‘defpife

and tufh at God’s threatnings, and
fay, We fhall have peace, though nwe
walk in the imagination of our ownm
hearts, and add drunkennefs to thirfis
the Lord then pronounceth a curfe,
and to the curfe addeth an oath, that
he will not fpare fuch perfons, but
will feparate them for evil, and caufe
all the curfes of the law to overtake
them. Judge ye now, whata condi»
tion thisis for perfons to be in, to be

. believing that all the promifes are

theirs, and yet, inftead of that, tobaey
in 'the mean time, liable to all the
curfes threatned in the word of Gm
it is this that we call prefumption,

ba{’e of the hypocrite that will perif,
Job.vwii, 13, the confidence of fuch
fhall be reje@ted and fwept away as 2

- fpider’s web, and fhall be rooted out

of their taberncles, and bring them-t®
theking of terrors, They thisk they
believe always; whed they are not
troubled nor difquieted, they never
want faith, bat have a great deal of
it; which yet is but a gueffing, which
cannot fupportand uphold them when
they come to a ftrait ; when theyare
more fecure, they believe very well,

and they think when they are more
wakened and difquieted, they belieye
fefs, apd- their fancied faith ebbeth
quite on them: when they hear of
any exercife of mind, or trouble of
‘confcience in others, they wonder
that they will not believe, and all thig
work is to maintain their deep fecu-
rity and ftrong delufion 5 this is thes
the fourth thing ye would beware of]
for it is not the faith that will tardl
away the complaint, Who bath be-
lieved our report ? and yet how many-
are thete of this fort, who fay }hhelvl

)OX a
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fhall have peace, and pleafe them-
felves with this their good hope, fav
the word what it will. . O ! be per-
fuaded, that this is nothing elfe but
woful unbelief and prefumption; and
we preach to you terror and the curfe
of God, though ye cry peace to
yourfelves : the Lord complains of
fach perfons, Jer. v. 12. faying,
They belied the Lord : he fent his pro-
phets to denounce judgments in the
days of Jofiah, when there was a fair
profeflion of religion and reformation;
yet they would believe and hope that
00 evil fhounld overtake them,

That which we aim at in this part
of the ufe is, to make way for what
follows, even to give you a cleanly

round for exercifing of faith on Je-
%us Chrift, when all thefe ftumblings
and miftakes are rolled out of the
way: we therefore exhort you, to
lay four hand to your heart, and nar-
rowly to try, if ye have called or ac-
counted any of thefe to be faving faith,

for there are hundreds, nay, thou-

fands, that perith 'under thefe pre-
“texts, deceiving themfelves, and de-
uding others, with a faith they were
rn and brought np with, and the
have no more but their groundle
hope to frove their faith by, and that
they will ftick by it, be faid to them
what will; but be not deceived, for
God will difcover you; ye think a
ftrong prefumption 1s faith, and that
ye can by fuch a faith, drink in the
promifes’; but'God will make you vo-
mit them up, and ye fhall be declar-
ed to be void of faith in the great-
day: therefore be more jealous over
your faith, and feek to have your
grips of Chrift fickered, which is
done, when, from the b'ellef of your
hazard and felf-emptinefs, and of
Chrift’s fulpefs, ye go to him, and
clofe with him to make up all ye want
in him; and this faith 1s efpfcially
qualified by the account on which we
" go to him, and reft on him : even as
a confcientious duty is that which
flows from a command, as obedience
“toit, {o one of the main things that
qualifies this faith is; a receiving
Chrift as Chrift, or as be i3 holden
outin the gofpel : which is thetefore
well put in the defcription given of
faith 1n the Catechifm ; and it is cal-
led & belicving on him whom the Fa-

/
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ther hath fent, which is not to believe
on Chrift fimply, but as he is holden
out in the word of the gofpel. Pre-
furaption may look on Chrift and his
fulnefs, and few or none will readily
dare to give him a dire® and dqwn-
right refufal, or to reje® him pro-
fefledly and avowedly, when they
thear of fuch happinefs that is to be
had in him; but that which we fay-
qualifies faith, is, to defire, receives.
and embrace him, according as. he is
holden out in thegofpel, for avifdom,
rightesufnefs, fanétification, and re-
lemption, 3 Cor.i. 30. when he ‘is
lippened to with an eye to the pro-
mife, and when that, which makes us
reft on him, is the word of God : for,
though Chrift be the material object
of faith, yet the word is the formal
objec whereby we get 2 right to him ;
and there is no gripping or getting
hold of Chrift, butin, and according
to his word ; and therefore the gene-
rality of people, (who, on the matter,
take the Antinomian way) think they .
have no more to do, but to apply
Chrift, and to count him their own
at the ver{ firft; but through their .
not exercifing faith on the word of
promife they mifs him. This is, ag
I have faid, a main qualification of
faving faith, even to reft on Chyift
as heis holden outin the word, and
by the word to take hold of him, and
reft upon him : faving faith doth not
fimply reit on Chrift becaufe he is
merciful, and hath all fulnefs in him,
but it refts on him and his fulnefs, as
received in the word, and offered by
God in his word; faith takes God’s
faithfulnefs in his word, and lays
hold on him by that: Chrift is t
thing that makes happy, but God’s
faithful promife s the right by which-
we get a title to that thing. We
would never love nor like that faith,
that knows not the ufe of the word;
that betakes itfelf to Chrift, or the

"thing in the word, but meddles not,

por hath any dealings with the word .
that holds them out; when as it is
only this word that gives us warrant
to expe& that-his fulnefs fhall be
made forth-coming for our up-mak-
ing, and for the fupp? of - all our
needs, Many defire, and expe@ good
of .God, buc get it not, becaufe their
expeQation 13 not -founded on tus
fgitized ) word,




Al

'Sznu. VL .

word,.and God’s faithfulpefs in his
word is not clofed withal, In aword,
) would have you to think, that faith
is neuther an eafy, nor an infuperably
difficult thing, but thatitis eafy to
go wrong, and difficult to go right
and that, without God’s fpecial an

powcrfui guiding, ye cannot believe,
nor exercife faith, nor walk. in the

Isatan liii. Verfe 14

way of believing in him, and depend-
ence on him; that ye may b
ed to make a right ufe of Chrift, and
to build upon him, that ‘ye may not
flip nor ftumble, and fall on the
ftumbling-ftone laid in Zion, on
which fo many fall every day, and
break themfelves to pieces. .

SERMON VL. =« .

Isaianliil, 1.

lF it were not recorded in the infal«
lible {criptures of trath, we would
hardly behieye that there could be
fo much powerful and fweet preach-
ing of the moft excellent inftruments
that ever were employed, .and yet
that there thould be fo fittle fruit fol-
Jowing onit ; who would believe that
_1faiah, foexcellent, fo fweet, and fo
evangelic a prophet, fhould. have
preached {o many pleafant, plain,
and powcrful .fermons, to.a people
from the Lord, and yet that he thould
have fo maoy {id complaints as he
hath ? cbap. vi, xxviii; and lviii, shat
be thould be forced to bring in the
Lord, faying, Al the day long bave
1 frescbed.out.my hands to a rebolli-
ous people, chap.- Ixv, and that here
himfelt fhould have it to fay, #iko
bath belicved our report ?. it is fcarce
onc man here or there that hath fav-
iogly believed on Chrift, And this
is the third thing ia the words, that
pow we would fpeak-to; and. itis &
very {ad, though a very clear trath,
l;e daﬂzine, l:(;_h}t, 7;::;. there
may be much powesful preaching o
the gofpely, and yet tmhf;ef gormgal ly
among the bearersof it. Qr, take It
with dependence on the former two,
pamely, 1. That the great work of the
miniflry, is, to propofe amd make
riyé &nown to a people. a. That
the great duty of a people, that bave
Chrift propefed to them, is to bolicve
ombim, Thenthis 3dfollows on the
back of thefe, That a people may have.
Chrift propefed to them, brought to

sheir beart and-mouth s | and though:

Wko hath belicved our
 the arm of the Lord revealed?

report? and to whom is

it be but believing that is ealled for

JSrom them, yet that cannot be obtain~

ed from mf/i of them. This gofpelw

duty of believing is often {lighted by

the hearers of ,the. gofpel; this is.

clearly holden forth here, Who batir

believed our report 2 we have called:

for faith, bat it is a rare thing, among
the multitude of hearers, to get oner
that believeth favingly. - .

To make out, and prove this a lit.-
tle further, we would confider this
complaint, with thefe aggravations
ofit, which will make it the more.
¢lear, -and fo the mare ta be wondred.
at; as, 1ff, Thefe of whom the com-:
plaintis made ; it is notheathens, but.
God’s awn people, as the Lord cos .
plaips, Pfal. Ixxxi. 11.. My people.
awould not hearken.torny voice and If-.
rael aweuld have mone of me: our
Lord Jefus complains of Jerufalem,:
Mat. xxiii, at the end, & Ferufalem,
Ferufalem, how aften. auonld I bave.
gathered thee, and thou wouldeft nost
That the Lord’s own profefling peo-
ple .fhould not believe, nor receive
the regort that .is. made of him,¥
heightens the complaiat, and aggra--
vates théir guilt exceedingly. - 2dp,
It is not a complaint as to one fermon,
or.as toone time, but it is a complaint
frequently repeated, as to many fruit-!
lefs fermons, and as to-many times,’
yea, generations: Ifaiahpreachedlong,
in many kings reigns ; .and yet all a--
long in his prophecy he complains of.
it,aschap.vi. xx. Hoaw leng Lord, fhall
their eyes be blind, and their ears
beavy? &c.and chap. xxviii. 9, I{;znz,

Ity
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